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The subject paper (Armstrong, Ben 6.; Kazantzis, George. The mortality of cad¬ 
mium workers. Lancet . 1983: 1425-1427; June 25), by itself, is of only marginal 
significance. The lack of information regarding smoking history in the subject 
population is a major shortcoming fromi an epidemiological point of view, 
especially in light of the findings regarding bronchitis and lung cancer. How¬ 
ever, it may well be that the negative findings regarding renal deaths and 
prostatic cancer will! cause increased efforts to be devoted to a possible asso¬ 
ciation between cadmium exposure and lung disease as suggested! in the commentary 
which accompanied the paper (Lancet. 1983: 1421; June 25). Should the results 
of such studies support that conclusion, the antismoking forces will certainly 
use that information! in their continuing crusade against our industry. 


Ini the latter case, you should be aware of a recently published study in which 
chronic inhalation of a cadmium chloride aerosol was found to induce lungi tumors 
in; rats. A copy of that paper as well as a critique of its findings is attached 
for your informationu 
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